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ABOUT ROBERT TURNER

Robert W. Turner Il is a former professional football

player and is currently an Assistant Professor in the
Department of Clinical Research and Leadership at
The George Washington University School of
Medicine & Health Science. He also holds a position as
a Research Scientist in the Center for Biobehavioral

Health Disparities Research at Duke University.
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MAGAZINE | NEIL SWIDEY
Our college sports system is broken. Do

we have the guts to fix it?

From big-money Division I football and basketball to the privileged
niche sports caught up in the Varsity Blues scandal, campus athletics
needs a complete overhaul. Could this bold idea work?

By Mo Swdey oy 1520947 .

ascac1oce)

he college admissions scandal dubbed Operation Varsity Blues has served up
‘powertul cocktilof utrage and schadenfreude, We've witnessed unabashed

PRESS FEATURES

Author: Dealing with racism and
pain two constants for African-
American NFL players

For African-American NFL players, dealing with racism falls in

ries - the block nationalism, or Afrocentrio approach,
nd the racial intagrationist approach. How they utlize those
approaches can mattar for their success.

Sociologist Takes a Look at the NH

Neither the controversy ove footbal plyers taking a knee during the natonal anthem

obert Turner II challenges foundations of college athletid

or the ncreasingly apparent sk o ong term brain damage for players has badly hurt
television atings thus far.
‘Aunt Becky” lithely sigaing autographs outside Boston's fdersl
courthouse and learned about CEO dads staging photos of thei fake-
atblete kids a haplessly as Mr. Fliity Huffman's car slesman
character in Fargo attempted fraud with his pencil

For players, the draw s the competiion, the fame, and the fortune. The average salaryis
alite over two millon dollars per year for NEL players

Bt on average players spend just 3.3 seasons n the NFL, while a player must stay for

ftiple universities. I (college ootball and basketball) s  revenue-generating enterprise; Turnel
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Global Sports
Matters

The Boston Globe CAl News

The LeBron James-Produced Documentary 'Student Athlete
Releases lts First Trailer

v book examines NFL careers and retirement from a sociolo

hat Happens to Football
Players after They Quit the
Game?
IRobert Turner, SMHS assistant professor, explores ho

lathletes retool their identity when their athletic career

9 football books to kick off the 2018 season

7.'Not for Long: The Life and Career of [<1>) \uB oIS
the NFL Athlete,’ by Robert W. Turner Il
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How NFL players approach their short shelf lives:

your body. Sometimes those things are priceless.' THE LIFE AND CAREER OF THE NF!
Robert W, Tumer

Oxford University Press (Aug 1, 2018)

Hardcover $24.95 (288pp)

9780199692907
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physical and mental dteriration and, in extreme

John Tianu knows the stress ofthis weekend on NFL players s wel a anyone.
e book provides excellnt advic for colege and pro pleyers and ther families on how to avoid th da
as the *sportsindustrial complx,”th insttuions that govern organized footbal, rom Pop Warner thr
e book argues tha players must develop thir own identies and pursue their o interests o that the
footoal.

“The inside linebacker was one of as many as 1,184 NFL players who lot thei jabs this
weckend as teams eut their 90-man training camp roters 1o the egolar-season limit o 5.

Some ofthis weekend's cuts will all nto  practce-squad safety et a Timu did n years
past. Somewilllatch o toother eams. But others will ind thems.
the newest examples of how quickly an NFL careercan com

Jnose who bedeve that most players rake i huge salares and ear millonsfrom endorsements il reco
en they discover th sadfate of many players whose eaming years end n thei twentes. For former p
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